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I. RACE AND POVERTY IN THE U.S.

1. Economic disparities between ethnicities in the United States.

Table 1: Statistics
U.S. Overall White African 

American
Hispanic or 
Latino

Middle 
Eastern 
American

Asian 
American

Native 
American/Pacific 
Islander

Population 290,810,0001 237,899,0002

(81%)
38,749,0003

(13%)
39,899,0004

(13%)
1,189,7315

(0.4%)
13,503,0006

(4%)
5,326,0007

(1.8%)
Average Income 
for Employed

44,4738 49,1019 30,35510 34,29911 N/A 56,66412 42,40913

Living Below 
Poverty Level

36,997,00014 25,301,00015

(68%)
9,000,00016

(24%)
9,132,00017

(24%)
<574,000
(<1%)

  
1,209,00018

(incl. Pacific 
Islander)
(3%)

554,00019

(not incl. Pacific 
Islander)
(1.4%)

Receiving Public 
Assistance

5,146,13220 1,626,17721

(31%)
1,970,96822

(38%)
1,281,38623

(24%)
N/A N/A N/A

Unemployed 7,947,28624 4,343,97225

(54%)
1,698,41726

(21%)
1,371,84127

(17%)
N/A 212,00028

(incl. Pacific 
Islander)
(2.6%)

129,38329

(not incl. Pacific 
Islander)
(1.6%)

Home was 
Foreclosed

573,39730

(for first half 
of 2007)

Homeless 3,500,00031 1,225,00032

(35%)
1,715,00033

(49%)
455,00034

(13%)
N/A 35,00035

(0.01%)
70,00036

(not incl. Pacific 
Islander)
(0.02%)
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I. RACE AND POVERTY IN THE U.S.

2. Notes:
∗ The following numbers represent those who have listed one race as their only race, or one race in combination with other races. 

Because of this, there is a statistical overlap in the following table.  For example, someone of African American and White descent 
may be included in both categories.  Therefore, the sum of the six racial groups adds to more than the total population because 
individuals may have reported more than one race.

∗ The U.S. Census considers race and Hispanic/Latino origin as two separate and distinct concepts.  People who are Hispanic may be 
of any race and people in each race group may be either Hispanic or Not Hispanic.  Therefore, each person has two attributes, their 
race (or races) and whether or not they are Hispanic.  Because of this, there is a statistical overlap in the following table.  For 
example, Black Hispanics are included in both the number of African Americans and in the number of Hispanics.                             

1  U.S. Census Bureau, Statistical Abstract of the United States 2004-2005: “Resident Population by Sex, Race, and Hispanic Origin 
Status: 2000-2003,” Table 13, 2005.
2  Id. 
3  Id.
4  Id.
5  U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 Brief: “The Arab Population: 2000,” Table 1, 2003.
6  U.S. Census Bureau, Statistical Abstract of the United States 2004-2005: “Resident Population by Sex, Race, and Hispanic Origin 
Status: 2000-2003,” Table 13, 2005.
7  Id.
8  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Reports, Consumer Income: “Income, Poverty, and Health Insurance Coverage in the 
United States: 2004,” Table 2, 2005.
9  Id.
10  Id.
11  Id.
12  Id.
13  This number is the median of the income statistic of American Indian/Alaska Natives (D33,132) and the income statistic of Native 
Hawaiian/Pacific Islanders (D51,687).  Id.
14  U.S. Census Bureau, Statistical Abstract of the United States: “People Below Poverty Level and Below 125 Percent of Poverty 
Level by Race and Hispanic Origin: 1980-2004,” Table 692, 2006.
15  Id.
16  Id.
17  Id.
18  Id.
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II. INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE UNITED STATES
Who Are The “Indigenous” In The United States?

3. Any report on the elimination of racial discrimination in the United States must include reporting on 
the Indigenous peoples of the U.S.  In the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples, the Human Rights Council expressed concern that “indigenous peoples have suffered from 
historic injustices as a result of, inter alia, their colonization and dispossession of their lands, territories 
and resources,” and this has prevented these peoples “from exercising, in particular, their right to 
development in accordance with their own needs and interests.”1  The United States is home to many 
indigenous groups whose numbers have been decimated and whose survivors have been both colonized 
and dispossessed of their lands, and whose histories have been shaped by such events that remain largely 
untold.

4. The population of the United States includes Indigenous citizens of the 50 states of the U.S. and its 
territories, meaning American Indians, Alaska Natives, Native Hawaiians and other Pacific Islanders, as 
well as Indigenous peoples from other countries who are legal citizens of the U.S. and its territories.  For 
example, Chamorros in the U.S., Guam or the Northern Mariana Islands, and Samoans in American 
Samoa or the United States mainland are included when the U.S. discusses “Native Hawaiian/Pacific 
Islander.”  Likewise, the Taino and Carib peoples who are native to Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands are not listed in separate indigenous categories in the following table because they are federally 
recognized American Indian tribes, and are therefore included in the “American Indian/Alaska Native” 
category.  Neither are the non-indigenous populations of Puerto Rico mentioned separately, though each 
may have their own movement against discrimination, because those who are residents and native to 
Puerto Rico, but who are not Indigenous, are considered “Hispanic.”  Furthermore, the discrimination 
against those who are Caucasian and living in Puerto Rico is neither an Indigenous nor racial plight, but 
rather a political one, in that the U.S. Congress and President refuse to move to amend the Constitution to 
authorize them to elect two Senators and Representatives according to their population.

5. Nevertheless, these categories are flawed.  Why should all American Indian/Alaska Native peoples, 
whose cultures, languages, and histories are vastly different, be represented by one generalized category? 
The same can be said of Pacific Islanders.  

6. While the Meiklejohn Civil Liberties Institute sought to provide statistics broken down into these 
specific tribes and groups of peoples, unfortunately such information, which should be readily obtainable, 
was found to be either unavailable or inaccessible.  Our sources included the U.S. Census Bureau, the 
U.S. Department of Justice, the Governments of Guam and American Samoa, the Office of Hawaiian 
Affairs, and several non-governmental organizations.

1 Human Rights Council, “United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,” Annex, 2006.
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IV. RACIAL DISPARTIY IN HEALTH CARE  EVEN IN PROGRESSIVE WESTERN CITY: 
STATISTICS  (Art. 5e(iv))

9. Statistics show failure to decrease major racial disparities in longevity, incidence of major diseases, and 
access to health care due to disparities in income, even in one progressive Western city.

10. Berkeley, California City Health Officer Dr. Linda Rudolph briefed the City Council in May 2007 on 
racism in the health care system. She said:

* White longevity increased between 1997 and 2004 from an average of 81.7 years to an average of 83.1 
years, while Black longevity did not increase during this period, with an average of  70.9 years in 
997-2000 and 70.8 years in 2001-2004. Longevity for Asian Americans decreased slightly from 86.3 
years to 85.3 years.

* During the 1990s, 3,000 African Americans left the city, while there was an increase in the number of 
wealthy whites.

* 2,100 children live in poverty today

* In 1995, 85% of Latina women and 80% of African American women got early prenatal care. In 2007, 
95% of all Berkeley women got this care.

* The proportion of low birth weight babies is twice as high among African American mothers (18%) as 
among Latina, White and Asian Americans (4 to 8%).

* High blood pressure: 3 times as high for African Americans as Whites and Asians.

* Hospitalization for diabetes: 10 times higher for African American than whites, especially from one part 
of town. Hospitalization for asthma and lung cancer are also much higher.

* In response, the City opened a hypertension clinic at one Over 60s Health Center. The Berkeley High 
School Health Center has reduced sexually transmitted diseases, teen pregnancies.2

2"Berkeley Health Status Report 2007" by Health Dept. Staff; "Berkeley Health Report: Disparities 
Persist" by Judith Scherr, Berkeley Daily Planet, 5/29/07, www.berkeleydailyplanet.com
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V. FAILURE OF U.S. GOVERNMENT TO GET LOCAL INFORMATION, EVEN FROM FOUR 
STATES IT REPORTED ON  (Art. 1.1, General Recommendation XIV, Concluding Observations 
393 and 402)

11. CERD Art. 9 requires reports every two years. Concluding Observations 393 (Aug. 13, 2001) 
recommended that the U.S. take all appropriate measures to review State and local policies (as well as 
federal) to ensure no racial discrimination. Concluding Observation 402 recommended that the next 
periodic report contain comprehensive information on implementation of CERD at the State and local 
levels and in all territories under U.S. jurisdiction, including Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, American 
Samoa, Guam, and Northern Mariana Islands. 

12. The U.S. government failed to seek and obtain such information from each of the 50 states and all 
U.S. territories for inclusion in the U.S. report. Instead, it said that providing such information at the local 
level for each of the 50 states and territories would be "extremely burdensome and so lengthy as to be 
unhelpful to the Committee." (U.S. 2007 Report to CERD, paragraph 353).

13. One U.S. city, Berkeley, California, did act on the proposal of its local NGO, Meiklejohn Institute, 
that it make a local report on CERD implementation, as it had begun to do in a report to the Human 
Rights Committee under ICCPR in 1994. In 2007 the City Council passed a resolution and a civil servant 
did make a template and prepared a preliminary report on its enforcement of CERD within the city, which 
it submitted to this CERD Committee on June 26, 2007. (City of Berkeley CERD Report, Resolution No. 
63,596-N.S.)

14. The City found that making the report had an affirmative effect on City Council, staff and concerned 
residents. As a result, the City Council has asked its Commission on Peace and Justice to make a plan and 
templates for the City Council and Board of Education to use in making the required periodic reports 
under the CERD, CAT and ICCPR. 

15. The U.S. government failed even to request and obtain information at the city, county and state levels 
from the local governments in the four states it reported on at some length. The DOS has never 
acknowledged that it has a duty to seek and obtain information from every state, or a duty to notify each 
state that it has a duty to seek and obtain information from every city and county for inclusion in its state 
report, for inclusion in the U.S. federal report. Nor has the DOS notified every territory under its 
jurisdiction, including Native American tribes, of the terms of the CERD, the periodic reports due, and the 
periodic meetings with the Committee to discuss the reports.

16. MCLI consistently points out that it is essential to have civil society convince state and local 
governments to collect and present information as one means of publicizing the text of the treaties and 
getting them enforced at the state and local level, as well as having NonGovernmental Organizations build 
a Network to provide Shadow reports to the U.N. committees.
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VI.  VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS OF NON-CAUCASIAN DETAINEES AT 
GUANTANAMO

17. The brief mention in the Network report on denial of human dignity practiced by the U.S. 
Government in its arrest and detention of non-white non-citizens at the U.S. detention center in 
Guantanamo needs to be supplemented briefly by reports of the widespread condemnation of such actions 
and specific abuses and how they mirror historic racial abuses.

18. Some three hundred detainees3 of the U.S.’s “War on Terror” remain imprisoned by the U.S. 
Government at the Guantanamo Bay detention camp where all have been denied the right to counsel, 
statement of charges, and trials. Some have been subjected to sexual, mental, and physical abuse since the 
facility opened in 2002. The use of dogs, sexual humiliation by female interrogators, forcible shaving, and 
removal of religious items for interrogation purposes have been reported by international human rights 
organizations and by individual U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI) agents.4  Such abuses are 
seen to have “discriminatory undertones”5 and are reminiscent of the use of police dogs on unarmed U.S. 
civil rights protesters in the 1960s.  The U.S. Government has not  charged anyone at the detention camp 
with any wrongdoing. 

19. Celikgogus v. Rumsfeld was filed on March 21st, 2007 and is a case seeking compensatory damages 
and declaratory relief for five former Guantanamo detainees who allege abuse and torture while 
imprisoned.

20. Recently it was revealed that the C.I.A. destroyed interrogation tapes of prisoners held on terrorism 
charges at Guantanamo Bay.  The U.S. Justice Department argues that the tapes’ destruction does not 
violate a court order to safeguard "all evidence and information regarding the torture, mistreatment, and 
abuse of detainees now at the United States Naval Base at Guantanamo Bay" because the prisoners at the 
time were being held at C.I.A. prisons overseas, not at Guantanamo.

21. An American Muslim military chaplain who served at Guantanamo documented abuses at 
Guantanamo, including abuse of the Koran, systematic racism and suspension of habeas corpus, abuses 
severe enough to cause mass suicide attempts.  After authorities discovered drawings of prisoners' 
quarters and lists of prisoners' names, the chaplain was charged with espionage and thrown into the 
military brig in Charleston, South Carolina, where U.S. citizen enemy combatants are held. After 76 days, 
including 10 days in an undisclosed location, he was released with no charges filed.6

3 Linda Greenhouse, “For Justices, Another Day on Detainees,” The New York Times, December 3rd 2007,
                http://www.nytimes.com/2007/12/03/washington/03scotus.html?pagewanted=1&sq=guantanamo%20bay&scp=7   
(Accessed on January 8, 2008).
4 See: Amnesty International, Guantanamo: Torture and Other Ill-treatment, December 2006.  And see: Dan Eggen and and R. 
Jeffrey Smith, “FBI Agents Allege Abuse of Detainees at Guantanamo Bay,” The Washington Post, December 21st 2004, A01.
5 Amnesty, Guantanamo, p. 2.
6Sandip Roy, “Captain Yee: The Truth About Guantanamo”, The Berkeley Daily Planet, January 27, 2006, 
http://www.berkeleydailyplanet.com/article.cfm?storyID=232970 (Accessed on January 17, 2008)
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VII. VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN DIGNITY OF
NON-CAUCASIAN DETAINEES AT ABU GHRAB

22. This periodic U.S. report should also include information on US. Military personnel and employees of 
U.S. corporations working under contracts with the U.S. military practicing racial discrimination by 
committing acts of sexual, physical, and mental abuse against Arab male prisoners at Abu Ghraib Prison 
in Iraq, controlled by the U.S. Government.

23. A TV show on CBS (60 Minutes II)  on April 28, 2004, and an article by Seymour Hersh in The New 
Yorker magazine on May 10, 2004 described racism practiced against some of the 50,000 men and 
women detainees at Abu Ghrab Prison. Their reports were based on the report by Major General Antonio 
Taguba issued in May 2004.7.

24. The military and contract personnel perceived the detainees as "terrorists" merely because of their 
ethnicity.8  

25. Such acts of racism were encouraged by anti-Arab sentiment at certain U.S. Army basic training sites 
where soldiers’ chants included calls to “burn turbans” and “kill ragheads”9 and the pervasive use of the 
derogatory term “hajis” to describe all Arabs.10

26. Failure of the U.S. military to charge and punish members of the U.S. military who committed such 
illegal acts was a violation of provisions of the U.S. Constitution and the U.S. Uniform Code of Military 
Justice and of the CERD. 

27. Failure of the U.S. Government to break contracts with the private contractors whose employees 
committed such racist acts should also have been reported in the U.S. report. 

28. In the face of several lawsuits challenging Government practices11, on Sept. 6, 2006, the U.S. 
Pentagon issued a new Department-wide directive on detention policies and a retooled Army Field 
Manual on interrogations.12 

7Major General Antonio Taguba, “Article 15-6 Investigation of the 800th Military Police Brigade” (commonly referred to as the 
“Taguba Report” on the treatment of Abu Ghraib prisoners in Iraq), May 2004, p.15.
8 Paul Rockwell, “New Revelations About Racism in the Military, Army Reservist Witnesses War Crimes,” 
http://www.blackcommentator.com/133/133_think_racism_military.html, Interview     with Army Reservist Aidan Delgado, April 
7 2005, p.8.
9 Rockwell, p.10; Bob Herbert, “From ‘Gook’ to ‘Raghead,’” The New York Times, May 2, 2005.  
10 Rockwell, p.4, and Herbert; Human Rights Watch, The Road to Abu Ghraib, June 2004, p.24, quoting a member of the 377th 

Military Police Company.
11Center for Constitutional Rights, “Saleh v. Titan,” Center for Constitutional Rights, December 3rd 2007,
                    http://ccrjustice.org/ourcases/current-cases/saleh-v.-titan   (Accessed on January 14, 2008).
12 New Rules of Interrogation Forbid Use of Harsh Tactics by Josh White, Washington Post, Sept. 7, 2006

15

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/12/03/washington/03scotus.html?pagewanted=1&sq=guantanamo%20bay&scp=7



