PROPOSED RESOLUTION BY CITY/COUNTY/STATE on FILING REQUIRED

REPORTS TO U.N. HUMAN RIGHTS REPORTING COMMITTEES

(Phrases in italics suggest the kinds of items to include from the city or county or state.)

WHEREAS,
the [City/County/State] [adopted an Ordinance/a  Resolution] [celebrating Human Rights Day/Martin Luther King Jr's birthday/other action concerning human rights]; and 

WHEREAS, Meiklejohn Civil Liberties Institute and other NonGovernmental Organizations in the [City/Count/State] are working in the [City/County/State] to enforce the rights of people under the U.S. Constitution; and

WHEREAS, the United States in 1992 and 1994 ratified three U.N. treaties to enforce human rights throughout the United States and its territories: the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), the International Convention on Elimination of all forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD), and International Convention Against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT), and a treaty, under the US Constitution, is the supreme law of the land (article 6, clause 2); and 

WHEREAS,
each of these  treaties  requires each signatory nation to file reports periodically, and the second  report and all future reports must include information from the local level in reports from each state for inclusion in the federal report; and

WHEREAS, the City of Berkeley, California adopted, on Feb. 27, 2007, Resolution No.63,596-N.S., leading to City departments providing information for inclusion in the City report to the California Attorney General for inclusion in his required report to the U.S. Department of State for inclusion in its report to the CERD Committee, leading to the decision that the City Commission on Peace & Justice should devise a workable plan for the City to timely file City reports to all three U.N. Committees; and 

WHEREAS, the [City/County/State] has Departments, Commissions, Council Committees, and other bodies working on each of the issues of concern to the three U.N. reporting committees, including: complaints concerning: harsh sentencing of minors; mistreatment of women and children in detention facilities; denial of rights of indigenous peoples; mistreatment of immigrant workers; the training of law enforcement personnel, civil or military, medical personnel, public officials and other persons who may be involved in the custody, interrogation or treatment of any individual subjected to any form of arrest, detention or imprisonment; use of “non-lethal” devices; disproportionate homelessness among African-Americans and discrimination in housing and other public services; de facto racial segregation in public schools and discrimination in public education funding; racial profiling; discrimination in police practices and sentencing; death penalty; mistreatment of Muslims/Arabs (add other local issues); and

WHEREAS,
[City/County/State] could play a major affirmative role by asking all its [city/county/state] agencies to read the CERD, CAT and ICCPR treaties, and make reports about its efforts to enforce and publicize all of the provisions for human rights in the three treaties;

WHEREAS,
(Meiklejohn Civil Liberties Institute and other Non-Governmental organizations) in the [City/County/State] are working in the [City/County/State] to enforce the rights of people under the U.S. Constitution, and;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the [City/County/State] select someone [on staff/on a committee or commission] to be in charge of keeping the [City/County/State] Government informed of the reporting requirements and reporting deadlines under each of the three ratified treaties, and work with Departments in making the required reports in a timely fashion, and to send the reports to the State Attorney General, the U.S. Department of State, and to the three U.N. Committees. 

NOTE: Local Reports go to: 1. State Attorney General; 2. Erica Barks-Ruggles, Deputy Asst. Secy. Of State for Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor U.S. Department of State at 2201 C Street, NW / Washington, D.C. 20530-6419; 3. Chair, U.N. [name of Committee]; % U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights; UNOG-OHCHR / 1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland FAX: +41 22 917 9022;

4. Meiklejohn Civil Liberties Institute, P.O. Box 673 / Berkeley, CA 94701-0673, FAX (510) 848-0599, email mcli@mcli.org.

NOTE: Each treaty was signed by the President and ratified by the U.S. Senate by a 2/3 vote. ICCPR: 4/2/92, 138 Cong. Rec. S4782; CERD: 6/24/94, 140 Cong. Res. S7634 and CAT, 10/27/90, 136 Cong. Rec. S17491-2 completed in '94.
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